
Quarantine and Distance Learning at SGS for the 2021-2022 School Year

Please see the ECDOH process for positive cases and close contacts below. This information is
directly from the Erie County Department of Health Guidance for PK-12 Schools, 2021-2022.

Quarantine

ECDOH uses the close contact definition along with the duration of exposure, proximity, and presence of
symptoms to determine who is an exposed contact and therefore subject to quarantine. Schools are
required to cooperate with contact tracers to determine close contacts and compile contact information.

ECDOH will notify parents and staff who are considered to be contacts exposed to a COVID-19 case.
Persons are considered fully vaccinated for COVID-19 ≥2 weeks after they have received the second dose
in a 2-dose series (Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna), or ≥2 weeks after they have received a single-dose
vaccine (Johnson & Johnson [J&J]/Janssen).

A. Fully Vaccinated Close Contacts

Per CDC guidelines, fully vaccinated individuals who are identified as close contacts are not
subject to quarantine. However, these individuals should monitor for COVID-19 symptoms. Fully
vaccinated persons who have a known exposure to someone with suspected or confirmed COVID-19
should get tested 3-5 days after exposure and should wear a mask in public indoor settings for 14 days or
until they receive a negative test result. If they begin to experience COVID-19 symptoms, they must
follow the “Returning to School Following Illness” protocol detailed above in Section 4.

B. Unvaccinated Close Contacts

In general, a “close contact” is who was within 6 feet of an infected person for a cumulative total
of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour period. However, in the PK-12 indoor classroom setting, the CDC
specifies that students who were within 3 to 6 feet of an infected student where both students were
engaged in consistent and correct use of well-fitting masks are not considered close contacts.
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This exception to the close contact definition does not apply to teachers, staff, or other adults in
indoor classroom setting. If an individual is considered close contact, they will be quarantined for 10 days
from the last day of exposure to the positive COVID-19 case.

Persons who are not fully vaccinated should be tested immediately after being identified, and, if
negative, tested again in 5-7 days after last exposure or immediately if COVID-19 symptoms
develop during quarantine.

Seating charts for classrooms, buses, and extracurricular activities should be kept in the event there is a
case in a class. If there is no seating chart, all unvaccinated individuals in the class will be considered
unvaccinated close contacts and be quarantined for 10 days from the last day of exposure to the positive
COVID-19 case.

Regardless if a seating chart is maintained, if there are two or more cases in a classroom
during a 10-day period, all unvaccinated individuals in the class will quarantine for 10 days
from their last exposure to the positive COVID-19 case, regardless if masks were worn.

Distance Learning

Distance learning will only be offered for those who qualify under a medical 504 plan or
mandated by the ECDOH or NYSDOH.

Symptomatic with COVID and Non COVID Symptoms
If a child is symptomatic with COVID or other illness and too ill to participate in learning, they
will have the number of days they are absent to make up work. This follows our regular sick
process and procedures and is designed to give students the time to rest and recover from the
illness. No online classes will be given.

For example: 2 days absent = 2 days to make up the work

Ill with Non-COVID Related Illness
If a child is ill with a non-COVID related illness, the standard attendance procedure will take
place, they will have the number of days they are absent to make up work. This follows our
regular sick process and procedures and is designed to give students the time to rest and
recover from the illness. No online classes will be given.

For example: 2 days absent = 2 days to make up the work
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Symptomatic with COVID Symptom and mandated to quarantine for 10 days by ECDOH or
NYSDOH
If a child is experiencing a COVID symptom, feels well enough to complete work from home and
is still awaiting documentation to return to school, participation in distance learning may begin
after a 1 day notice is given to the child’s homeroom teacher and Mrs. Gajewski.

Asymptomatic with positive COVID result or a Close Contact and mandated to quarantine for
10 days by ECDOH or NYSDOH
If a child has no symptoms, is feeling well, and is awaiting documentation to return to school,
participation in distance learning may begin after a 1 day notice is given to the child’s homeroom
teacher and Mrs. Gajewski.
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